
Trump & Elon: First a GOP Feud but Now Recovery
Agree/Disagree: !"#$%&'(%)*'%+(*,-(%./&.%0((%./(%1*'-2%34))('(5.-6%7/&5%8%3*9%

National Survey of 600 Voters with HH Income of $50K+ representing 67% of U.S. 2020 Electorate + 2025 National Survey June 585 $50K+ HH Voters
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Elon’s Brand is Super-Partisan: Dems Hate His Connection to EVs
Agree/Disagree: “Elon Musk is a Good Ambassador for EV Sales”
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Democrat Consumers’ Opinion of Elon Musk
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Nationwide Automobile Surveys November 2023, November 2024, & November 2025 Copyright 2026



Opinion of Elon Musk By EV Buying Interest:

National Survey of 600 Voters with HH Income of $50K+ representing 67% of U.S. 2020 Electorate
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Opinions of Car Brands Among Those Seriously Interested
in Buying an EV in Next Year or So:

National Survey of 600 Voters with HH Income of $50K+ representing 67% of U.S. 2020 Electorate Conducted Nov 2025
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Not a Fun Time to be Tesla’s CMO:
Tesla brand fav/unfav is weak, even among 
consumers who are seriously considering 

buying/leasing EV in next year.



Trump Has His Own EV + Auto Baggage:
Only 28% of ALL auto consumers rate President Trump a “friend” of
the U.S. Auto Industry while a plurality of 36% rate Trump a “foe”.
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Only 28% of Consumers Say Donald Trump is Good Friend of the 
U.S. Auto Industry While 36% Say Trump is Foe of the Auto Industry:

“Would you say that President Donald Trump is a good friend, sometime friend 
or foe of the US auto industry?”
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Opinion of Donald Trump By EV Buying Interest:

National Survey of 600 Voters with HH Income of $50K+ representing 67% of U.S. 2020 Electorate
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Beyond Political Identity:
The other big driver of opinion about EVs… is age.

Copyright 2026



Impact of Losing Federal EV Subsidies:
The old problem was that most consumers were unaware of 

significant federal EV subsidies. The new problem is the 
federal subsidies are gone.
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Old Problem: EV Rebates Were Unknown to Most Consumers:

National Survey of 600 Voters with HH Income of $50K+ representing 67% of U.S. 2020 Electorate
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Now, Roughly Half of Consumers Say Loss of Fed EV Subsidies Makes 
Them Less Likely to Buy/Lease EV:  (24% say “Much Less Likely”)

National Survey of 600 Voters with HH Income of $50K+ representing 67% of U.S. 2020 Electorate
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How Bad is Loss of Federal EV Subsidies:
Evidence Exists That Impact of Losing Subsidies…

is Temporary.
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German Example: Full Recovery to Subsidy Level Sales in 23 Months
Battery-Electric Vehicle (EV) Registrations Jan 2023 – Dec 2025
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Monthly German EV Registrations:

Recovery in 23 Months

German EV Subsidies End mid-Dec ‘23



How Do We Overcome All This and Sell More EVs?
What Messages and Tactics Work to Sell More EVs?

• Generational Math is Good for Future of EVs

• Sell Attributes, not Green Dogma

• Leverage Word of Mouth from Existing EV Drivers

• Test Drives; 24-48 Hours, Not 20 Minutes

• GR: Work State Incentives in Top 15 EV States (80% of all Sales)

• Charging, Charging, Charging!

• The Huge Multifamily Opportunity for EVs
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Agree/Disagree: ”EVs are the future and one day I’ll probably drive one.” 

National Survey of 600 Voters with HH Income of $50K+ representing 67% of U.S. 2024 Electorate. Conducted  mid-November 2025
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+42 -1052-point net difference

EV Opinions Cut Big by Age… (and Young Consumers Do Rule 
the Market Over Time)
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How Likely Would You Be to Buy a Chinese-made Automobile?

Very Likely 
5%

Somewhat
Likely 27%

Not very
34%

Not at all
35%

Likely
31%

Not likely
69%

(-38 Points)

All Consumers:

Good Thing There Are Headwinds in the U.S. to Chinese Cars + EVs!
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Except Among Buyers Under 44… The Future!
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Move Messaging Off Green to Vehicle Attributes!
• Fast, More Fun to Drive
• No Gas!  Save $. Fuel in Your Garage
• Less Repair Cost
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Attributes: Best Reason to Own EV:
No More Gas (& Tech, EV $ rebates)

National Survey of 600 Voters with HH Income of $50K+ representing 67% of U.S. 2020 Electorate

Best Combined Reasons to own EV Republican Democrat Independent

Never paying for gas 46 % 69 % 53 %

Good for environment 20 % 60 % 44%

Rebate from Government 26 % 22 % 13 %

New technology is appealing: 32 % 24 % 28 %
Sends positive message about me and my 
values 1 % 3 % 2 %

None, there are no good reasons 34 % 7 % 21 %
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Biggest Concern About Owning an EV?  More Agreement: (Cost, 
Range/Charging Anxiety) + (note China Batteries with R’s)

National Survey of 600 Voters with HH Income of $50K+ representing 67% of U.S. 2020 Electorate

Biggest concern about owning an EV Republican Democrat Independent

Expensive 48% 51% 42%

Insufficient range for trips 59 % 56 % 62 %

Confusing Technology 3 % 3 % 4 %

Charger networks are unreliable 48 % 51 % 47 %

EV batteries from China/bad for 
environment: 31 % 17 % 23 %

Copyright 2026



30%

74%

26%

47%

EVs don’t 
make sense 
where I live

EVs are
future, prob

drive one

EVs are for
Lefties

Friends: Buy
EV = Smart

Move

Friends with EV (47%)

54%
41% 45%

22%

EVs don’t 
make sense 
where I live

EVs are
future

EVs are for
Lefties

Friends: Buy
EV = Smart

Move

No Friends with EV (53%)

-33%
+19%

-25%

+24%

National Survey Nov 2024 and 2025 600 50K+ HHs

Word of Mouth: A Huge Positive Factor in EV Perception 
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Solving Charging Fears is Big Key to Progress:
• Progress: Charging Fears Declining Since 2024

• Consumers Prefer Level 2 Home Charging Above All

• Ford Has a Real Winner in Their Power Promise Program

• Level 2 Charging in Multifamily Properties is a Huge Opportunity
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Top Concern about EVs: Charging Networks Unreliable 2023

National Survey of 600 Voters with HH Income of $50K+ representing 67% of U.S. 2020 Electorate
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Top Concern about EVs: Charging Networks Unreliable 2024

National Survey of 600 Voters with HH Income of $50K+ representing 67% of U.S. 2020 Electorate
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Top Concern about EVs: Charging Networks Unreliable 2025

National Survey of 600 Voters with HH Income of $50K+ representing 67% of U.S. 2020 Electorate

20%
15%

19%
22% 21% 18%

22%
16%

0%

20%

40%

All Drive
EV/Phev

Drive ICE Urban EV = Future Buy EV Soon Democrat Republican

-15-7 -2 -8-4 -1 -6 -6

Copyright 2026



If You Owned EV How Would You Prefer to Charge It Most of Time? 
(Home Charger: Full Charge in 7-8 Hours or Public Charging Station 80% Charge in 30 Minutes?)

National Survey of 600 Voters with HH Income of $50K+ representing 67% of U.S. 2020 Electorate
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Ford’s Power Promise Charger Offer is Very Appealing:
How Appealing to You is Ford’s offer of a complimentary home charger installation to 
consumers that buy or lease a new Lightning F-150 of Mustang Mach-E SUV EV?

Nov 2025 National Survey of 600 Voters with HH Income of $50K+ representing 67% of U.S. 2020 Electorate
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Vital to Get Overnight Level 2 Charging into Multifamily Buildings:

National Survey of 600 Voters with HH Income of $50K+ representing 67% of U.S. 2020 Electorate
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Yet, 76%-80% of multi-family residents do not have EV 
chargers in their buildings:

Does your apartment or condo building have EV 
chargers for tenants to use? 

6 5 12 12

76 80

6 3
Owners Renters Owners Renters Owners Renters Owners Renters

Yes, a sufficient 
amount 

Yes, but not 
enough No Don’t Know
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65% of owners and 70% of renters say they would be more likely 
to acquire an EV if their building had overnight level 2 charging:
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If your building had overnight charging, that cost at least 
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in the future, or wouldn’t it make a difference? 
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We Polled Just Republicans About 
EVs, Auto Jobs… and China

The best political messaging on EVs to Republicans is Not 
“Green Cars” but China and the Big Threat to American Auto 
Manufacturing Jobs (and National Security)

Copyright 2026National Survey of 800 Registered GOP Voters, Oct 2024
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31%

Good thing Bad thing Unsure

“China Manufactured 3 Times as Many Cars as the U.S. Did 
Last Year.  Is That a Good Thing, a Bad Thing or Are You 
Unsure?”

National Survey of 800 GOP voters with $50K+ HH incomes. Oct 10-15, 2024 Copyright 2026
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GOP Voters Have Deep Concerns About Losing U.S. 
Manufacturing Jobs:

National Survey of 800 GOP voters with $50K+ HH incomes. Oct 10-15, 2024 Copyright 2026
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“Does China Generally Compete Fairly or Unfairly in 
International Trade?”

National Survey of 800 GOP voters with $50K+ HH incomes. Oct 10-15, 2024 Copyright 2026
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EV Manufacturing 
Locations 

EV-Related 
facilities with 
over $1B in 
investment 
and/or 3,000 
jobs…
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The Good News…
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Agree/Disagree: “EVs are the Future and One Day 
I’ll Probably Drive One”

National Survey of 600 Voters with HH Income of $50K+ representing 67% of U.S. 2020 Electorate
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https://www.evsforallamerica.org
https://www.americanevjobs.org

